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TO  THE  TOWN  COUNCIL  OF  THE  BOROUGH 

OF  WIDNES. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions 
of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1906. 

As  in  last  year’s  report  I  have  included  the  various  details  in  four 
sections,  viz.  : — 

(1)  Summary  of  Statistics. 

(2)  Vital  Statistics. 

(3)  Zymotic  Diseases. 

(4)  Special  Sanitary  and  other  matters. 
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At  first  sight  it  would  appear  that  the  death  rate  of  the  Borough 
and  the  Infantile  Mortality  had  increased  to  a  serious  extent.  This 
apparent  increase  is,  however,  due  to  the  fact  that  for  the  first  time, 
the  deaths  of  Residents  in  Widnes  who  have  died  outside  the  Borough, 
have  been  included  in  the  death  returns.  This  of  course  is  the  usual 
custom,  otherwise  a  large  number  of  deaths  would  be  unaccounted 
for. 


Making  allowance  for  these  additional  deaths  the  death  rate 
would  h  ive  been  no  higher  —  or  only  slightly  higher — than  in  previous 
years. 

I  may  also  call  attention  to  the  diminution  in  Zymotic  diseases. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  S.  BREBNER 
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SECTIOin  I. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS,  1906. 
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*  These  figures  are  subject  to  revision. 
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Deaths  :  Male,  308  ;  Female,  266.. 
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Area  of  Borough,  in  Acres  ... 
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SECTION  II. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Estimated  Population  -The  population  at  the  last  census  (1901) 
was  found  to  be  28,579.  It  has  been  customary  to  estimate  the 
population  in  other  years  from  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  and  the 
average  number  of  persons  per  house  as  shewn  at  the  last  census. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Danby,  the  Education  Secretary,  for  the 
following  return  of  the  total  houses  in  the  Borough  and  of  the  number 
o!  children  in  July  last. 


H 

G 

r-r 

1  Number  of  Houses  in 

Widnes,  July, 

1906. 

Number 

of 

Houses. 

Number  of 
inhabited 
Houses. 

Lock-up 

Shops. 

Number  of 
Empty 
Houses. 

Houses  in 
course  of 
Erection. 

District. 

7C2 

609 

4 

89 

I 

East 

3660 

3378 

119 

163 

47 

West 

HH 

CO 

Oj 

1578 

47 

•58 

0 

South 

T906 

6t45 

5565 

1 70 

410 

48 

I9°5 

6l52 

5465 

160 

527 

40 

No.  of  Children  taken  in  the  Census  : 

I9°5 

1906 

Between  3  and  14  -  E.  District . 

804 

757 

W.  District . 

4265 

4339 

S.  District . 

2360 

23i3 

7429 

7409 

From  the  above  return  it  will  be  seen  that  there  are  100  more 
inhabited  houses  then  in  1905.  The  estimated  population  in  1905  was 
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30,604,  and  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  reason  to  estimate  the 
population  at  a  higher  figure  than  this  in  spite  of  the  figures  given 
above. 


B  irths — 


The  number  of  Births  registered  during  the  year  was  956,  as 
against  999  in  1905  Of  these  there  were  488  males  and  468  females. 
This  gives  a  birth  rate  ot  31  2  on  the  estimated  population  as  against 
a  rate  of  32*6  in  1905.  The  average  birth  rate  for  the  last  10  years 
was  32 '9. 


Table  ot  Births  for  each  Month  during  1906  : — 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  .Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Ttl. 


Males  ... 

49 

43 

39 

36 

49 

35 

42 

49 

36 

27 

48 

35 

488 

Females 

4i 

34 

44 

60 

40 

38 

35 

30 

22 

55 

n  '•y 

00 

468 

90 

77 

72 

80 

109 

75 

80 

84 

69 

49 

103 

68 

956 

Deaths — 

There  were  574  deaths  during  the  year,  of  which  308  were  males 
and  266  females  This  gives  a  death  rate  ot  18*7  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  population.  'Hie  average  death  rate  of  the  past  len  years 
was  17*1.  It  would  not,  however,  be  fair  to  compare  this  year’s 
death  rate  with  either  last  year’s  or  an  average  of  the  last  10  years, 
for,  as  I  have  already  stated,  there  are  many  deaths  included  in  the 
statistics  this  year  which  were  formerly  ignored.  For  example,  the 
574  persons  who  died  include  50  persons  temporarily  resident  at 
Whiston  Workhouse,  and  as  they  were  Widnes  residents,  ought  to  be 
included  in  our  figures.  There  are  other  deaths  included  from 
Hospitals  in  Liverpool,  Salford,  Manchester,  etc,  Tn  the  same  way, 
deaths  of  residents  of  other  towns,  which  occurred  in  this  borough, 
have  been  omitted  from  these  figures  and  transferred  to  their  own 
districts.  Had  these  extra  deaths  been  neglected,  the  death  rate 
would  have  compared  favourably  with  the  last  and  previous  years’ 
death  rates. 
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Mortality  in  Age  Groups — 

187 
72 
24 
18 
195 

...  78 

574 


Infantile  Mortality — 

The  number  of  deaths,  under  1  year  of  age  is  187,  or  30  more 
tnan  last  year.  As  the  birth  rate  is  lower  this  year,  Infantile  Mortality 
is  enormously  increased,  being  195  per  1,000  births 

A  large  number  of  these  deaths  are  due  to  diarrhoea!  diseases,  as, 
owing  to  the  hot  summer  we  experienced,  epidemic  diarrhoea  was 
very  prevalent. 

As  I  mentioned  in  last  year’s  Report,  many  of  these  deaths  might 
be  prevented  by  greater  care  in  matters  of  cleanliness  and  diet.  In 
the  preparation  and  storage  of  children's  food,  cleanliness  is  absolutely 
essential,  and  it  is  common  to  find  a  want  of  care  even  in  houses 
where  one  would  expect  people  to  know  differently. 


Deaths 

under  1 
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» y 
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1 
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and  u 
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1  * 
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•  •  • 
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*5 

y  y 
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25  ,, 

y  y 
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25 

>  > 

y  1 

65  y t  •  •  • 

.. . 

y  y 
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65 
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•  •  • 
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Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1906. 

Deaths  trom  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  Ont 


Year  of  Age. 


a 

o 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 


All  Causes — 

Certified  . 

Co? > i7?io n  I/ifectious  Diseases — 
Measles . 


Diphtheria  :  Croup. 
Whooping  Cough  . 

Diarrhceal  Diseases — 


Diarrhoea,  all  forms  . 

Enteritis  ( 7iot  Tuberculous ) —  1 

Gastritis,  Gastro-intestinal 
Catarrh  . . 


1  1 
1 


3  3  3 

484 


0 

o 


4 

1 


2 

1 


1 

3 


5  1 


Wasting  Diseases — 

Premature  Birth .  2  3  ...  . 

Congenital  Defects .  >3  ^  1  4  24  5  1  . 

Atrophy,  Debility,  Maras¬ 
mus .  1  3  .  4  •••  1  .  2  •••  1 

Tuberculous  Diseases — 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  .  1  1  •••  1  ••• 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : 

Tabes  Mesenterica .  . 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . 

Syphilis .  . 

Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous)  .  2  . 

Convulsions .  4  1  .  5  3  2  2  2  .  1  " 

Bionchitis .  2  .  2  .  5  •••  1  •••  1 

Pneumonia  .  2  2  2  •••  8  1  2  3  3 

Other  Causes  .  2  ...  1  ...  3  •••  1  1  . 
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Zymotic  Death  Rate — 

The  number  of  deaths  due  to  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases, 
viz.,  Small  Pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles,  Diphtheria, Whooping  Cough, 
Fever  (Typhus,  Typhoid,  Continued)  and  Diarrhoea  was  106,  which 
gives  a  Zymotic  death  rate  of  3*2  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This 
death  rate  is  increased  slightly,  owing  to  an  increase  in  the  number 

of  Diarrhoea  deaths.  These  being  more  strictly  classified  than 
formerly. 

Scarlet  Fever — 

Three  deaths  were  due  to  this  disease  as  compared  with  eleven 
last  year.  Two  deaths  occurred  in  hospital. 

Measles — 

No  deaths  were  due  to  this  disease  as  compared  with  24  deaths 
in  1905. 

Enteric  Fever — 

Eleven  deaths,  all  of  which  occurred  at  the  hospital.  The  type  of 
Enteric  was  not  so  malignant  as  in  the  preceding  year. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup — 

The  deaths  from  these  diseases  numbered  6,  exactly  the  same  as 
last  year.  Two  of  these  occurred  in  hospital. 

Diarrhoea — 

There  were  66  deaths  from  this  class  of  disease,  61  of  which 
occurred  in  children  under  1  year  of  age.  Most  of  these  deaths 
occurred  in  the  summer  or  early  autumn,  and  were  probably  contributed 
to  by  the  hot  weather.  On  classifying  the  deaths  in  1905,  in  a  similar 
manner,  1  find  that  in  spite  of  a.  hotter  summer  of  1906,  the  deaths 
ft  o  n  these  diseases  have  dect  eased.  In  Widnes  we  are  sure  to  have 
large  numbers  of  these  Diarrhoral  diseases  and  Enteric  Fever  as  lon°‘ as 
the  privy  system  of  refuse  removal  remains.  I  am  glad  to  state  that 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  successful  in  getting  large  numbers  of 
privies  converted  into  water  closets,  but  many  more  require  to  be  so 


converted.  During  the  summer  the  Health  Committee,  at  my  request, 
had  the  following  bill  posted  up  over  the  town  in  order  to  try  and 
lessen  the  large  number  ot  deaths  due  to  Diarrhoea  : 

BOROUGH  OF  W1DNES. 


Suggestions  for  the  Prevention  of  Summer 

DIARRHCEA. 

1.  As  Diarrhoea  at  this  time  ot  the  year  is  a  serious  disease, 
especially  among  children,  medical  advice  should  be  obtained  early. 

2.  Milk  should  be  boiled  as  soon  as  received  and  placed  in  a  cool 
place  in  a  covered  vessel.  Instead  of  boiling  the  milk,  the  vessel 
containing  it  mav  be  placed  in  water  and  then  boiled  for  20  minutes. 

3.  Condensed  Milk  should  not  be  left  in  the  opened  tin,  but 
should  be  placed  in  a  clean  glass  or  china  vessel. 

4.  All  articles  of  tood  should  be  kept  in  a  cool,  well  ventilated 

place. 

5  As  Diarrhoea  is  now  known  to  be  spread  by  flies,  it  is 
important  to  keep  all  food  (and  particularly  milk)  covered,  so  that  it 
may  not  be  contaminated. 

6.  Infants  should  be  breast  fed  whenever  possible,  and  should 
not  receive  any  other  food  until  six  months  of  age. 

7.  If  the  child  must  be  hand-fed,  then  give  a  mixture  of  boiled 
cow’s  milk  and  water  or  weak  barley  water 

8.  The  bottle  used  should  have  a  rubber  teat  only,  and  after  use 
it  should  be  washed  and  placed  in  cold  w^ater  which  is  then  boiled 
The  teat  should  also  be  thoroughly  washed.  Do  notiise  a  bottle  with  a 
long  tube. 

q.  Children  should  not  be  weaned  during  the  hot  months  (July, 
August,  and  September). 

10.  Plentv  of  fresh  air  and  clean  houses  are  essential  to  health. 

11.  When  drains  are  suspected  of  being  defective,  or  when 
ashpits,  etc.,  are  filled,  it  is  advisable  to  report  at  once  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

By  Order  of  the  Health  Committee, 

C.  S.  BREBNER,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


July,  1906. 


Respiratory  Diseases 
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There  were  121  deaths  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  other 
Respiratory  Diseases,  giving-  a  death  rate  of  3*9  per  1000  of  the 
population. 

Phthisis — 

There  were  only  18  deaths  certified  as  from  this  disease. 


Vital  Statistics  ot  Whole  District  during  1906  and  Previous  Years. 


’ 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in  the  District. 

Population 

JDirbiis 

Under  1  Year  of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

Year 

estimated  to 
middle  of  each 
Year 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births 
registered 

Number 

Rate 

00 

V 0 

G\ 

32057 

982 

30  60 

1S° 

r53 

474 

14-8 

1897 

32057 

1Q57 

3270 

208 

197 

570 

17*8 

1898 

52057 

1084 

3  3 '80 

200 

185 

539 

16-8 

J899 

32000 

1066 

31  '3° 

2  1  8 

204 

622 

197 

I9OO 

32000 

999 

31'21 

207 

207 

643 

20  -09 

I9OI 

28580 

944 

33  0 

180 

191 

5*5 

1 8’o 

1902 

28580 

1004 

35*12 

136 

*35 

444 

J5*53 

I903 

28580 

998 

34-80 

143 

i43 

448 

15.6 

I904 

29569 

101 1 

34‘° 

173 

171 

5*9 

i7*5 

1905 

30604 

999 

326 

*57 

J57 

496 

l6’2 

A verages 
for  years 
1896-1905 

30608 

1014 

329 

176 

174 

526 

17. 1 

1906 

30604 

956 

31*2 

187 

*95 

574 

18-7 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  year  1906. 


All 

Under 

1  and 

5  and 

15  and 

25  and 

65  and 

Causes  op  Death.  Ages. 

1  year 

under  5 

under  15 

under  25 

under  65 

upwards 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

. .. 

ry 

O 

... 

Whooping-cough . 

20 

1  2 

7 

I 

... 

Diphtheria  and  Mem¬ 
branous  Croup  . 

6 

•  •  * 

5 

I 

•  •  • 

t  •  • 

Croup  . . . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Fever  Enteric  . 

1 1 

•  • 

1 

T 

5 

4 

Epidemic  Influenza  . 

10 

1 

<"> 

6 

Diarrhoea  . . 

66 

6l 

4 

I 

•  •  • 

... 

Enteritis  . 

23 

. . . 

H 

8 

1 

Other  septic  diseases  ... 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

Phthisis,  (Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis ) . 

18 

2 

1 

r5 

•  1 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

18 

9 

2 

2 

1 

4 

... 

Cancer, malignant  disease  26 

. . . 

. . . 

21 

5 

Bronchitis  . 

46 

10 

3 

*  *  * 

... 

27 

5 

Pneumonia . 

55 

22 

1 1 

3 

2 

i7 

•  •  • 

Pleurisy  . 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

2 

•  •  ♦ 

Other  diseases  of  Res¬ 
piratory  Organs  . 

17 

... 

3 

1 

1 

9 

3 

Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  j 

3 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

3 

Premature  birth . 

6 

6 

•  • . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

« •  • 

Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition . 

6 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

6 

.  .  . 

Heart  diseases  . 

4i 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

19 

17  1 

Accidents  . . 

17 

*  •  • 

5 

3 

•  •  • 

9 

... 

Suicides  .  . 

4 

... 

... 

•  **  • 

1 

3 

... 

All  other  causes  . 

172 

67 

16 

3 

3 

43 

40 

All  causes  . 

574 

187 

72 

24 

18 

195 

78 

Mortality  Return  tor  year  ending-  December  31st,  1906,  for  the 


Urban  Sanitary 

District  of 

Widnes,  sh 

owing 

Mortality 

from  all 

causes  at  subjoined  Ages  : — 

WARD 

At  all 

Under 

65  and 

Ages 

1  Year 

1  to  5 

5  to  15 

15  to  25 

25  to  65  upwards 

Farn  worth . 

.  48 

I  I 

1 

2 

I 

19 

Halton  View  . 

.  •  87 

28 

18 

4 

3 

26 

8 

Simms  Cross . 

60 

r7 

A 

3 

26 

10 

Victoria  . 

.  97 

24 

16 

7 

6 

34 

10 

Waterloo  . 

.  96 

34 

T5 

2 

2 

36 

7 

West  Bank  . 

.  61 

22 

5 

4 

3 

T5 

1 2 

Totals. .. 

.  5°9 

179 

72 

23 

18 

156 

61 

The  remaining-  deaths  (65)  occurred  in  public  institutions  outside 
the  borough. 


A  Table 

of  Deaths 

shewing 

the 

mortality 

from  all 

causes 

at  sub 

joined  ages, 

during  the 

year  1906 

:  — 

MONTH 

1  and 

5  and 

15  and 

25  and 

Under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

Above 

Total 

1  year 

5 

15 

25 

65 

65 

January  ... 

20 

7 

•  «  • 

I 

J5 

6 

55 

February  ... 

21 

6 

•  •  » 

3 

7 

4 

41 

March 

4 

3 

I 

1 

H 

6 

29 

April 

8 

2 

4 

.  •  . 

*5 

6 

35 

May 

18 

6 

3 

3 

r3 

16 

58 

June 

7 

5 

1 

1 

TO 

5 

29 

July 

H 

5 

5 

3 

r5 

5 

47 

August 

30 

6 

3 

•  .  • 

1 1 

3 

53 

September 

32 

8 

2 

•  •  • 

10 

2 

54 

October  ... 

5 

2 

2 

4 

13 

1 

27 

November 

1 1 

12 

•  •  • 

2 

22 

4 

51 

December 

O 

10 

2 

12 

3 

30 

Grand  Total 

179 

72 

23 

18 

r56 

61 

509 

The  deaths  unaccounted  for  in  above  table,  took  place  outside  the 
Borough. 
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SECTION  III. 


RECORD  OF  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


Notificatio  ns — 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  161,  as 
compared  with  200  in  1905.  As  usual  the  great  majority  o!  these  are 
Enteric  or  Scarlet  Fever  cases. 

A  Table  shewing  the  whole  of  the  notifications  during  the  year 
under  the  respective  ages. 


At  all  Under  65  and 


DISEASE.  ages  1  year  1  to  5  5  to  15  15  to  26  25  to  65  upwards 

Small  Pox  .  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Cholera  .  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Diphtheria .  21  —  7  11  1  2  — 

Membranous  Croup .  1  -  1  —  —  —  — 

Erysipelas  .  13  —  1  1  —  9  2 

Scarlet  Fever  .  57  —  24  29  3  1  — 

Enteric  Fever  .  67  —  1  15  17  32  2 

Continued  Fever  .  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Puerperal  .  2  —  —  —  1  1  — 

Typhus  Fever  .  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Total .  161  —  34  56  22  45  4 


i6 

Return  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified,  and  shown  in  the  various 
Wards  in  which  they  occurred,  for  year  ending  December,  1906. 


WARD. 

Smallpox. 

Enteric  Fever.  1 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria  and 

Membranous  Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

- - — - - - - - 

Puerperal, 

Relapsing  or 

Continued  Fever. 

Cholera. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Total. 

Farnworth  . 

— 

6 

T5 

O 

O 

O 

O 

— 

— 

— 

27 

Halton  . 

— 

12 

7 

3 

5 

I 

— 

28 

Simms  CVn<s<;  . 

26 

13 

9 

6 

o 

48 

Victoria  . 

— 

14 

7 

J 

2 

1 

— 

— 

33 

Waterloo  . 

— 

6 

9 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

West  Bank . 

— 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

57 

57 

22 

13 

2 

— 

— 

161 

Return  of  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases,  year  1906. 


DISEASES. 


Diphtheria  . 

Membranous  Croup 

Erysipelas  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Enteric  Fever . 

Continued  Fever.... 
Puerperal  . 


u 

s 

3 

c 


t- 

u 

>, 

<u 

u 

CD 

JP 

a 

p 

33 

4-» 

c n 

3 

s 

0^ 

<D 

rO 

£ 

CD 

u 

U 

Im 

s 

s 

Apti 

May 

Tune 

>> 

3 

•—* 

5j» 

3 

< 

4-4 

a 

<D 

C/5 

O 

4-> 

U 

O 

> 

0 

& 

1 

1 

2 

3 

I 

I 

1 

— 

— 

I 

4 

I 

2 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

4 

I 

1 

16 

2 

9 

5 

2 

2 

2 

6 

4 

2 

u 

CD 

X 

£ 

<D 

U 

Q 


!  —  I - 2  37  l6  7 


Q 

H 

T3 

C 

rt 

u 

O 

21 


2  13 

3  57 

2  67 


Total 


10  18  7  14  7  3  3  5  47  22  14  11  161 
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The  following-  table  shews  the  distribution  of  Enteric  fever  in 
the  various  Wards  since  1890  : — 


1 

Farnw’th 

Halton 

Simms 

Cross 

Victoria 

Waterloo 

West 

Bank 

Total 

1890 

1 

28 

8 

23 

33 

1 2 

*°5 

1891 

3 

1 1 

H 

18 

10 

1 2 

68 

1892 

1 

2 1 

23 

17 

22 

>9 

103 

1893 

6 

38 

60 

26 

22 

30 

182 

i894 

3 

28 

15 

'9 

16 

27 

108 

i895 

— 

i3 

8 

9 

13 

9 

52 

1896 

8 

18 

lS 

35 

81 

57 

214 

i897 

5 

6 

23 

8 

24 

10 

76 

1898 

8 

J3 

1 5 

19 

62 

18 

*35 

i899 

2 

24 

33 

33 

29 

7 

1  28 

1900 

8 

7 

J4 

4 

6 

1 

40 

1901 

4 

23 

20 

19 

34 

1 1 

1 1 1 

1902 

8 

4 

16 

5 

8 

5 

46 

I9°3 

8 

0 

0 

1 5 

7 

1 2 

48 

T9°4 

•  — 

— 

7 

9 

20 

5 

41 

1905 

5 

18 

20 

1 2 

15 

4 

74 

1906 

6 

1 2 

26 

H 

6 

0 

67 

76 

| 

1  267 

o32 

277 

4X3 

233 

1  1 598 

Measures  taken  to  prevent  spread  of  Disease — 

When  a  case  of  Infectious  disease  is  notified  the  house  is 
immediately  visited.  Should  the  Isolation  not  be  sufficient  and  the 
medical  attendant  certify  that  the  case  is  suitable  for  removal,  it  is  at 
once  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  house  is  disinfected  and 
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the  beddine.  etc.,  removed  to  the  Hospital  and  disinfected  by  steam. 
If  the  case  is  left  at  home,  instructions  are  given  as  to  isolation  and  a 
post  card  is  left  for  the  medical  attendant  to  fill  up  and  forward  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  when  infection  has  disappeared.  In  addition 
disinfectants  are  supplied  free  at  the  Town  Hall. 

The  Council  have  permitted  me  to  purchase  apparatus  to  enable  me 
to  do  some  Bacteriological  Work  in  connection  with  Typhoid  Fever 
and  Diphtheria,  and  I  hope  soon  to  be  in  a  position  to  carry  this  out. 

Scarlet  Fever — 

There  were  57  notifications  and  3  deaths  from  this  disease,  as 
compared  with  82  notifications  with  1 1  deaths  in  1905-  -The  cases 
have  been  spread  over  the  whole  year  and  there  has  never  been  any 
real  epidemic. 

Diphtheria  arid  Membranous  Croup- 

m  ♦  ■ 

22  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  29  in  i9°5’ 

Anti-diphtheritic  serum  is  always  kept  at  the  Town  Hall.  Police 
Station,  and  Isolation  Hospital,  so  that  a  supply  is  available  at  any  time 
and  cases  may  be  treated  without  delay. 

Enteric  Fever — 

There  were  67  cases  notified  in  1906  as  compared  with  74 
1905.  At  the  time,  this  disease  was  prevalent,  I  was  obliged  to  adopt 
the  unusual  course  of  reporting  to  the  Health  Committee  that  in  my 
opinion  many  of  the  cases  notified  were  not  Enteric  Fever.  In  all  16 
cases  were  extremely  doubtful  or  not  Enteric,  so  that  the  number  of 
notifications  of  this  disease  would  have  been  much  less  had  these  been 
omitted.  I  should  like  to  add  that  these  cases  weie  all  notified  by  a 
medical  man  who  has  since  left  the  town.  My  thanks  are  due  to  the 
other  medical  men  in  the  borough  who  have  consulted  with  me  in 
doubtful  cases  and  otherwise  materially  assisted  me. 

Many  of  the  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  arose  in  the  district  through 
which  Bower’s  Brook  runs.  This  brook  will  require  attention  in  the 
near  future,  arid  it  would  be  advisable  if  some  scheme  for  dealing  with 
the  sewage,  that  at  present  finds  its  way  into  the  brook,  could  be 
advanced. 
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I  am  glad  to  report  that  the  Council  has  been  engaged  in  sewer¬ 
ing  and  paving  the  streets  in  this  quarter  of  the  town.  This  in  itself 
should  be  a  benefit  to  the  community,  and  should  cause  a  healthier 
state  of  things  to  exist.  There  are  however,  other  streets  still  un¬ 
paved  and  unsewered  which  should  also  be  taken  in  hand. 

Measles — 


No  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  during  the  year.  This 
disease  not  being  notifiable,  I  rely  for  my  information  on  the  School 
Authorities  who  willingly  give  me  particulars  of  all  the  minor 
infectious  diseases  which  they  hear  about. 

Whooping  Cough — 

There  has  been  a  severe  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough  during  the 
year  affecting  all  parts  of  the  town,  and  resulting  in  20  deaths,  12  of 
which  were  children  under  one  year  of  age  and  19  under  five  years  of 
age. 

Isolation  Hospitals — 

The  Isolation  H  ospital  at  Crow  Wood  has  accommodation  for 
40  patients.  The  diseases  most  commonly  treated  are,  of  course, 
Enteric  Fever  and  Scarlet  Fever.  During  the  summer  we  had  a  period 
of  3  weeks  in  which  there  was  not  one  patient  in  hospital. 

The  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Barrow’s  Green  has  accommodation 
for  8  patients.  Since  my  last  report  the  foundations  for  another 
ward  have  been  laid.  This  was  thought  to  be  necessary,  as  in  the 
event  of  an  epidemic  of  smallpox  the  wooden  buildings  can  be  quickly 
erected  on  the  existing  foundations  without  any  delay. 


Number  of  Patients  treated  during  1906. 

Typhoid. 


In  Hospital  December  31st,  1905 

Admitted,  1906 

Died 

Patients  still  in  Hos.,  Dec.  31st,  1906... 


7 

55 
1 1 


Scarlet.  Diphtheria. 
24  O 

40  7 

2  2 


5 


0 


2 
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SECTION  IV. 


SPECIAL  SANITARY  AND  O’  HER  MATTERS. 


Acc  ident  II os  pit  a  l — 

Number  of  Patients  during  1906. 


Number  of  In  Patients  admitted  ... 
Number  of  Out  Patients  treated  ... 
Number  of  Operations 
Number  of  Deaths... 


1 82 


1  22 


6 


This  is  the  largest  number  of  patients  treated  in  one  year  since 
the  hospital  was  opened  The  previous  largest  number  of  patients 
was  in  1896  when  105  were  treated. 

Water  Supply - — 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Isaac  Carr,  Gas  and  Water  Engineer,  for 
the  folllowing  information  : — 

Copy  of  Analysis  of  Water  by  Prof.  Campbell  Brown,  D.Sc., 
County  Analyst. 

Analysis  of  Samples  of  Water  from  the  Stocks  Well  and  Netherley 
Pumping  Stations  submitted  to  Dr.  Campbell  Brown,  April, 
1906. 
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Stock 

s  Well 

Neth 

erley 

In  parts 
per  100,000 

In  parts 
per  100,000 

1906 

1906 

Total  solid  matter  in  solution 

177 

14-88 

Oxygen  requiredto  oxidise  in  1 5  min 

•007 

‘ooo 

Do.  do.  do.  in  3  brs 

•013 

*ooo 

Ammonia 

•000 

•002 

Ammonia  from  organic  matter  by 
distillation  with  alkaline  per¬ 
manganate 

•003 

•002 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

•241 

•328 

Combined  Chlorine 

1  -9 

2  ‘2 

Hardness  Temporary 

1  •  19 

I  -29 

Do.  Permanent 

9*S6 

6-14 

Do.  Total 

11-05 

Clear. 

Colourless. 

Withveryfew 

org-anisms. 

7'43 

The  quantity  of  water  supplied  during-  the  year  amounts  to 
1  >°42>332'°8i  gallons,  of  which  708,470,652  gallons  were  for  manufac¬ 
turing'  purposes  and  333,861,429  gallons  for  domestic  and  sanitary 
purposes.  This  works  out  roughly  at  about  30.^  gallons  per  person 
per  day. 

During  1906  the  Liverpool  Corporation  applied  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  powers  to  construct  a  cemetery  at  Allerton.  It 
was  thought  by  the  Gas  and  Water  Committee  that  there  might  be  a 
possibility  of  contamination  of  our  Water  Supply  were  such  a  scheme 
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proceeded  with.  Expert  evidence  was  obtained,  and  the  application  was 
opposed.  After  a  lengthy  enquiry,  the  Liverpool  Corporation  were 
granted  leave  to  proceed,  the  Local  Government  Board's  Inspector 
being  satisfied  that  the  cemetery  would  cause  no  pollution. 

Food  and  Dr  Jigs  Act — 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Superintendent  Strickland,  of  the  County 
Police,  tor  the  Following  Report  :  — 

WIDNES  DIVISION. 


Return  of  Samples  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  in  Borough 
of  Widnes  for  year  ending  31st  December,  1906. 


0. 

Nature  of  sample 
taken. 

1 

Result  of  Analysis. 

I 

Howdisposed 
of  when  pro¬ 
ceedings  have 
been  taken. 

I 

-  j 

Irish  Whiskey 

Whiskey  proof  strength 
719;  water  28,i— 100% 

Fined  10s. 
and  costs 

2 

Rum 

Genuine 

n 

3 

Gin 

do 

4 

Butter 

do 

5 

Margarine 

do 

b 

New  Milk 

do 

7 

do. 

do 

8 

do. 

Deficient  in  tat  and  4  parts 
water  to  100  parts  milk 

Cautioned 

9 

Butter 

Genuine 

TO 

do. 

do 

I  I 

New  Milk 

do 

I  2 

Irish  Whiskey 

do 

*3 

Rum 

do 

14 

New  Milk 

do 

15 

do 

do 

ib 

Skimmed  Milk 

do 

17 

Gin 

do 

18 

Irish  Whiskey 

Consists  largely  of  patent  still 
whiskey 

19 

Rum 

Genuine 

20 

Butter 

do 

2  1 

New  Milk 

do 

22 

do 

do 

23 

do 

do 

24 

do 

do 

25 

Butter 

do 

26 

New  Milk 

do 

27 

New  Milk 

do 

28 

do 

do 

23 


N  0. 

Nature  of  sample 
taken . 

Result  of  Analysis. 

How  disposed 
of  when  pro¬ 
ceedings  have 
been  taken. 

29 

do 

do 

30 

do 

do 

31 

Butter 

do 

32 

Cheese 

do 

33 

New  Milk 

Contains  2  89%  fats,  774% 
other  solids,  io-63%  total  solids, 
&  not  less  than  9  parts  of  water 
added  to  each  100  parts  of  milk 

Su  rnmons 
withdrawn 
on  account 
of  poverty 

34 

Irish  Whiskey 

Genuine 

35 

Rum 

do 

36 

Scotch  Whiskey 

do 

37 

Gin 

do 

3« 

Rum 

do 

39 

Butter 

do 

40 

Lard 

Genuine 

41 

New  Mil- 

do 

42 

New  Milk 

do 

43 

Scotch  Whiskey 

Consists  almost  entirely  of 
patent  still  spirit 

44 

Rum 

Genuine 

45 

Irish  Whiskey 

Consists  almost  entirely  of 
patent  still  spirit 

40 

R  u  m 

Genuine 

47 

Irish  Whiskey 

Consists  very  largely  of  patent 
still  spirit. 

48 

Gin 

Genuine 

49 

New  Milk 

do 

5° 

Butter 

do 

5  1 

Lard 

do 

52 

New  Milk 

do 

53 

do 

do 

54 

do 

do 

55 

Butter 

do 

County  Police  Office,  R.  STRICKLAND, 

Widnes,  14th  Feb.,  1907.  Superintendent. 


Cowsheds ,  Milk  Shops ,  and  Dairies — 

These  have  been  regularly  inspected.  During  the  year  new 
regulations  tor  the  management  of  cowsheds,  etc.,  have  been  drafted 
and  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board.  When  these  are 
finally  completed,  they  will,  I  hope,  tend  to  cause  more  cleanly  methods 
of  storing  and  selling  milk 
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Slaughter  Houses — 

I  here  are  nine  premises  registered  as  slaughter  houses  in  the 
Borough,  but  there  is  not  a  great  deal  of  slaughtering  done.  A  great 
part  of  the  meat  sold  is  either  foreign  (frozen)  meat,  or  meat  which  has 
been  prepared  in  Liverpool  or  other  abattoirs. 

During  the  year  one  person  was  prosecuted  for  having  unsound 
meat  in  his  registered  slaughter  house  and  prepared  for  sale.  The 
magistrates  convicted,  and  a  fine  of  ^5  and  costs  was  imposed. 

Common  Lodging  Houses — 

There  are  four  of  these  on  the  register.  They  have  been 
periodically  inspected. 

Canal  Boats — 

These  are  regularly  inspected  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  who 
carries  out  this  and  other  work  entrusted  to  him  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 


Refuse  Removal — 

This  work  is  carried  on  by  the  Council,  and  is  supervised  by  the 
Health  Committee.  The  number  of  privies  tends  to  decrease,  as 
whenever  possible  water-closets  are  substituted.  There  are  still, 
however,  large  numbers  of  privies  and  open  ashpits,  and  property 
owners  would  be  improving  their  property  at  the  same  time  as 
improving  the  health  of  the  community,  were  they  to  adopt  the  water- 
carriage  system  more  generally.  All  new7  houses,  of  course,  are  on  the 
water-carriage  sjstem. 

Insanitary  Property — 

Houses  in  Pleasant  Street  were  reported  as  being  in  an  insanitary 
state,  and  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  have  been 
or  are  being  demolished. 

The  houses  in  Lea  Street,  which  were  mentioned  in  last  year’s 
report,  have  ben  rebuilt  and  put  into  a  satisfactory  state. 
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Factory  and  Workshops'  Act — 

This  Act  has  been  in  force  since  1902,  and  in  compliance  with 
Section  132,  I  have  to  report  upon  the  administration  of  the  same,  and 
also  send  a  copy  of  the  report  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

A  Register  is  kept  of  all  the  workshops  in  the  Borough,  and  from 
the  tabular  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  there  are  99  registered 
workshops  in  the  Borough,  including  23  bakehouses  and  6  laundries. 

A  new  table  of  home  workers  has  lately  been  added  to  this  report. 
There  are  not  manv  such  home  workers  in  this  Borough. 

Annual  Report  under  the  Factoiy  a?id  Workshop  Act 

( 1901)— 

1 . —  Inspection. 

Including  Inspection  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  . 

84 

8 

Nil. 

Workshops  . 

190 

6 

Nil. 

Workplaces  . 

6 

— 

— . 

Total . 

280 

J4 

— 
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2.  —  Defects  Found. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Want  of  cleanliness  .  . 

6 

6 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  .  . 

1 

1 

[insufficient  . 

1 

1 

Sanitary  accommodation  \ 

(unsuitable  or  defective.. 

2 

2 

Other  Offences  . 

1 

1 

Total . . 

1 1 

[  1 

3.  — Home  Work. 


Lists  received  from 
Employers. 

Numbers 
of  Addresses 
of 

Outworkers 
received 
from  other 
Councils. 

Number 

of 

Nature  of  Work. 

Twice 

Lists. 

in  the  year. 

Outworkers. 

Inspections 

of 

Outworkers’ 

premises. 

Wearing  Apparel — 
Making,  &c  . 

2 

10 

1 

20 

Plier  or  tool  makers 

— 

— 

4 

8 

Total  — . 

2 

10 

5 

28 

27 


4- — Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

Tailoring .  . 

4 

Printers  .  . 

4 

Bakehouses  . 

23 

Confectioners . . 

5 

Dressmakers .  . 

*5 

Saddlers . 

1 

Milliners  . . .  .  . 

5 

Boot  Repairers  . 

2 

doggers . 

5 

Toolmakers  . 

4 

Laundries  .  .  . : . . . 

6 

Cycle  Manufacturers  . 

2 

Tinsmith  . 

1 

Blacksmiths  . 

2 

Cabinetmakers  . . .  . 

2 

Joiners .  . 

0 

Boat  Builders . 

2 

Weighing  Machine  Repairers . 

2 

Cooperages  .  . 

2 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  . 

2 

Painters  .  . . 

6 

Saw  Mills  . 

1 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register . 

99 

28 


5-—  Other  Matters. 


Class. 


N  umber. 


Action  taken  in  matters  referred  f 
by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remedi¬ 
able  under  the  Publie  Health 
Acts,  but  not  under  the' 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

(s-  5) 


Notified  by  H.  M.  Inspector 


3 


Reports  (of  action  taken) 
sent  to  H.M.  Inspector... 


Baths — 

It  is  gratifying-  to  note  that  in  the  first  full  season,  during  which 
the  Council  have  had  control  of  these  Baths,  the  attendance  of  bathers 
has  been  very  large.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  public  will  continue  to  take 
advantages  of  the  bathing  facilities. 


